278                                Sri Raghavendra

Shinde, being a very religious person, was
convinced of what his friend had told him. He therefore
started worshipping the picture of Sri Raghavendra every
day in the orthodox manner advised by his friend.

While so, Shinde had a dream one night, in which Sri
Raghavendra appeared and told him, 'Don't worry,
Mailappa! You get back to Bombay and have your
surgery there. Your malaise will be cured, ere long.'

Mailappa Shinde, struck with wonder, searched for
his friend and told him about his strange dream. And not
long after that, he was in Bombay.

There, a further surprise awaited him, when the chief
surgeon whom he met, told him, 'Come Shinde, we have
been waiting for you only. We have decided to perform
the operation on you, tomorrow itself.'

'How do you know that I have come for the surgery
on!y,doctor? Further, you seem to have booked the
operation theatre also, for tomorrow!' asked Shinde in
astonishment.

'Everything is according to what has been ordained
by Sri Raghavendra', said the doctor and further
explained how the Swami had appeared in his dream and
enlightened him that he (Shinde) was to come that day
and that the operation could be had on the following day.
On learning this, a chillness passed through Shinde and
he felt thrilled beyond description. He was in tears at the
thought how considerate Sri Rahgavendra had been
towards him.

On the morrow, the operation was taking place at the